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REPORT,  ^ 


THR  Managers  of  the  Indigent  Widows  and 
Single  Womens  Society,  in  offering  this  their 
first  report  to  the  members,  feel  it  a  duty  to  ex¬ 
press  their  gratitude  to  a  kind  Providence  for 
the  support  and  encouragement  this  institution 
has  received  ;  the  success  has  been  proportionate 
to  their  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  they 
sincerely  congratulate  the  members  on  the  re¬ 
sult  of  their  generous  contributions. 

The  Society  originated  on  the  ninth  day  of 
January,  1817,  when  a  constitution  was  adopted, 
and  rules  were  formed  for  the  government  of  the 
board  of  managers  In  the  month  of  March,  the 
house  formerly  occupied  by  the  Orphan  Society, 
was  rented  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  but  find¬ 
ing  the  room  insufficient  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  family,  the  managers  at  a  subsequent  pe¬ 
riod  procured  the  adjoining  house,  and  connect¬ 
ing  the  two  by  a  door  of  communication,  formed 
a  large  and  comfortable  asylum.  The  first  per¬ 
sons  were  introduced  into  this  building  on  the 
eighteenth  of  the  same  month,  and  from  that  pe- 
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riod  tlse  admissions  have  gradually  increased  to 
the  number  of  thirty-three  ;  three  of  these  are 
deceased  (one  of  whom  had  lived  above  a  centu¬ 
ry)  one  was  discharged  by  her  own  request,  to 
remove  to  another  city,  and  one  has  been  recent¬ 
ly  dismissed  in  consequence  of  repeated  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  rules  of  the  house,  leaving  in  the 
asylum  at  this  time  the  number  of  twenty-eight. 
Of  these  a  few  are  evidently  sinking  under  the 
pressure  of  disease,  but  the  greater  number  are 
as  comfortable  as  their  age  will  admit,  and  the 
managers  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  many 
cases  of  decided  improvement  in  health  and  ap¬ 
pearance.  In  filling  the  important  place  of  su- 
perintendant  of  the  asylum,  the  managers  have 
the  pleasure  of  stating  their  entire  satisfaction. 
After  a  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties  for  eight 
months,  the  health  of  Mrs.  Tittermary  compelled 
her  to  resign,  and  her  place  is  ably  filled  by  her 
successor. 

It  has  been  considered  a  sacred  duty  to  leave  it 
optional  with  the  individuals  residing  in  the  asy¬ 
lum  to  frequent  the  places  of  worship  to  which 
they  had  formerly  been  attached,  but  the  proxim¬ 
ity  of  the  situation  to  the  orphan  house,  where 
Divine  worship  is  statedly  held  every  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon,  renders  it  convenient  and  agreeable  to 
attend  there.  The  managers  return  their  most 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  many  liberal  dona- 


tions  received,  but  they  consider  them  as  espe¬ 
cially  due  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  present¬ 
ed  the  Society  with  a  lot  of  ground  fifty-four  feet 
front  on  Cherrv  Street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Streets,  from  Schuylkill,  by  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  feet  in  depth,  bounding  on  another 
Street,  for  the  erection  of  an  asylum.  The  trea- 
surer’ s  statement  herewith  presented,  exhibits 
the  amount  of  expenditures  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  institution,  and  when  it  is  taken  into 
view  how  much  expense  is  incident  to  a  new  es¬ 
tablishment,  it  is  believed  the  amount  will  not  be 
considered  immoderate.  This  brief  sketch  of 
the  proceedings  and  present  state  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  members  of 
the  Society,  in  the  full  assurance  that  they  will 
unite  with  the  managers  in  fervent  gratitude  to 
the  Giver  of  all  good,  who  has  so  graciously  smiled 
on  the  efforts  used  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
aged  and  infirm.  And  if  they  have  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  rendering  the  close  of  life  serene  and 
comfortable,  even  to  few  worthy  pious  characters, 
under  the  pressure  of  disease,  penury  and  deser¬ 
tion,  is  there  not  sufficient  motive  to  encourage 
them  to  persevere  in  their  exertions,  to  promote 
the  interests  of  an  institution  so  highly  calculated 
to  bring  upon  every  member  the  blessing  of  those 
who  are  ready  to  perish  ! 


t> 

TREASURER’S  STATEMENT. 


In  laying*  before  the  Society  the  first  annual 
statement  of  their  funds,  the  treasurer  feels  a  pe¬ 
culiar  satisfaction  in  observing,  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  discouraging  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  organized,  in  consequence  of  the  number 
of  existing  charitable  institutions,  its  success  evin¬ 
ces  a  degree  of  public  approbation  truly  gratify¬ 
ing:  and  may  we  not  infer  from  this  success,  that 
Providence  has  sanctioned  the  endeavour  to  res¬ 
cue  from  suffering,  a  class  of  fellow  beings,  who 
without  the  attractions  of  infancy  are  equally 
helpless  and  dependent ;  who  surviving  all  those 
endearing  ties  which  give  a  value  to  existence, 
have  no  resource,  no  hope,  but  in  an  appeal  to  the 
principle  of  benevolence. 

For  the  relief  of  such  characters  there  have 
been  raised  since  January,  1847,  five  thousand  six 
h  ndred  and  ninety  dollars  fifty-seven  cents.  Of 
this  sum  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dollars  fifty  cents  have  been  invested  in  six 
per  cent,  stock  and  bank  shares.  There  have 
been  expended  for  the  institution  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  thirty-six 
cents,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  this  date  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  seventy-one 
rents. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Treasurer. 


Dr.  The  Indigent  Widows  and  Single  Womens  Society  in  account  with  the  Purchasing  Committee,  Cr. 
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OFFICERS, 


Mrs.  Ralston,  first  directress.  Mrs.  Hodge,  treasurer. 
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Mrs.  Bowie 
Mrs.  Brown 
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Mrs.  Coulter 
Mrs.  Chapman 
Miss  Chapman 
Miss  L.  Chapman 
Mrs.  Comegys 
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Mrs.  Eliz.  Chew 
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Miss  C.  Chew 
Miss  Maria  Chew 
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Miss  E.  Caldwell 

Mi’s.  C.  Chauncej 

Mrs.  E.  Chauncey 

Mrs.  E.  Condy  ... 

Mrs.  T.  Clemson  ... 

S.  E.  Cresson 
Margaret  Cope 
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Mr.  Wm.  Cochran 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Cooke 

Mrs.  Chas.  Cany 

Mr.  J.  Collins  ... 

Mrs.  M.  Carle  -  -  - 

Mrs.  Crowe  .... 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coates  ... 

Mrs.  S.  Chesnut 

Mrs.  Clarck  - 

Mrs.  Cardwell 

Mrs.  Clark  - 

Miss  M.  Carrell  ... 

Miss  E.  Catrell 
Mrs.  M.  Crothers 
Miss  E.  Cramond 

Mrs.  Carman  ... 
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M  iss  Hannah  Parke 
Miss  S.  Pemberton 
Miss  Pepper 
Miss  R.  Purdon 
Miss  A.  Physick 
Ann  E.  Pleasants 
Miss  hhartha  Powell 
Mrs.  S.  Perot 
N.  Potts 
Mr.  Henry  Pratt 
Miss  A.  Patterson 
M  aria  T.  Platt 
Susan  Parish 
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Miss  H.  E.  Patterson 
Miss  M.  Perritts 
Mrs.  Jos.  Parker 
Hannah  Penrose 
Rebecca  Price 
Mrs.  Jane  Peterson 
Valatine  Patager 
Mrs.  Poyntell 
Mr.  Parish 
Mrs.  R.  Purdon 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Pennington 
Mrs.  Poulson 
Mrs.  R.  Pelts 
Mrs.  Alex.  Purvis 

R. 

Mr.  Robert  Ralston 
Mrs.  R.  Ralston 
Miss  R.  Ralston 
Miss  E.  A.  Ralston 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Ralston 
R.  W.  Redman 
Mrs.  S.  L.  Rawle 
Mr.  Robbins 
Mr.  J,  Robbins 
Mr.  Rogers 
Mrs.  Harriet  Rea 
Mrs.  Ann  Renshaw 
Mrs.  Reford 
Mr.  M.  Rouche 
Mrs.  T.  Rotche 
Mrs.  Reef 
Mr.  G.  P.  Rogers 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Raguet 
Mr.  Samuel  Richards 
Mrs.  S.  Richards 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Richards 
Anna  B.  Richards 
Ann  S.  Rotche 
Mrs.  C.  Rigby 
Mrs.  Reese 
Miss  Susan  Reid 
Miss  Anna  Reid 
Mary  Richards 
Mrs.  R.  Renshaw 
Mr.  R.  Ralston,  jun. 
Mrs,  A.  S.  Rotcn 
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A.  S. 


Mrs.  W.  Richards 
Mrs.  Roland 

S. 

Mr.  John  Stille 
Mrs.  Allen  Smith 
H.  L.  Smith 
Mary  Ann  Smith 
Margaretta  Smith 
Miss  M.  L.  Smith 
Rachel  Smith 
Mrs.  Robert  Smith 
Mr.  I).  Smith 
Sarah  K.  Smith 
Mrs.  Ed.  Smith 
Mr.  P.  Siemen 
Mrs.  John  Sergeant 
Miss  E.  Sergeant 
M rs.  E.  B.  Sergeant 
Miss  M.  A.  Sergeant 
Mrs.  L.  Seckel 
Mr.  Shufllebottom 
Mrs.  Stille 
Mrs.  J.  Stille 
Mrs.  S.  Stille 
Mrs.  A.  Stone 
Mrs.  J.  Stone 
Mrs.  P.  Shipley 
Miss  Olive  Sprout 
Mrs.  Scott 
Mrs.  Spohn 
Mrs.  J.  Stelle 
M.  Seybert 
Ann  C.  Sheaff 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Schlatter 
Miss  M.  Silver 
Mrs.  L.  Sawyer 
Rachel  Sellers 
Mrs.  Jacob  Sperry 
M  iss  A.  Sperry 
Mrs.  R.  Stoddart 
Miss  Mary  Swift 
Mrs.  F.  Schober 
Mrs.  M.  Seckel 
Hannah  Schell 
Mr.  H.  Sherever 
Mrs.  Jas.  Stokes 


L.  S. 


Don. 
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Mrs.  Saddler 
Mr.  C.  Stevenson 
Mrs.  Mary  Snyder 

T. 

Mrs.  A.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Eliza  Tesseire 
Mrs.  Tate 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Thompson 
Mrs.  J.  Taylor 
Mr.  R.  Thomas 
Sarah  Taylor 
Miss  C.  Thomson 
Mrs.  M.  Thompson 
Mrs.  William  Taylor 
Mrs.  S.  Tennent 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Thomas 
Mrs.  C.  Thomson 

V. 

Mrs.  Vailance 


W. 

Miss  Ann  Wheeler 
Mr.  J.  Witer,  jun. 

Ann  J.  Wharton 
Jane  Wright 
Thomas  Wilson 
Margaret  Wilson 
Mrs.  John  Wharton 
Miss  L.  Winslow 
Mr.  Benjamin  Wilson 
N.  H.  West 
Mrs.  M.  Wistar 
A.  H.  Warder 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Warder 
E.  Widdowfield 
S.  A.  Wister 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Wheeler 
Mrs.  J.  Wikoff 
Mrs.  N.  Wall 
Mrs.  D.  Wistar 
Ann  Warder 
Mrs.  Sarah  Winkoop 
Mr.  Wurts 
Mr.  William  Wurts 
Mr.  S.  E.  W eir 
R.  Williams 
Samuel  Wethrill 
Mary  A.  Williams 


A.  S. 


L.  S. 


Don. 


3 

10 


5 

2 

10 


10 


10 

20 

5 

40 

2 
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Martha  Wetherill 
Anne  Wager 
Sarah  Williams 
M  rs.  Robert  Wain 
Mrs.  L.  Willis 
Miss  S.  Wistar 
W.  Wilstach 
Miss  C.  Wampole 
Mr.  J.  Whitehead 
Mrs.  Wood 
Mrs.  H.  Wager 
Mrs.  James  Whitehead 
,1  os.  White 
John  White 
Mrs.  Lydia  Warner 
Rachel  Wetherill 
J.  P.  Wetheriil 

Y. 

Mrs.  Ann  Young 
Mrs.  M  ary  Y orke 
A  young  Gentleman 
Mrs.  M.  Varna  11 
A  young  man 


A.  S.  L.  ! 


O 

3 

3 

3 


Donations,  Sfc.  received  in  1817. 

From  Mr.  George  Latimer  and  Mr.  Thomas  Montgomery, 
executors  of  Robert  Montgomery,  esq. 

Received  of  Mr.  Paterson,  from  the.  Pennsylvania  Manufac¬ 
turing  Focietv,  towards  erecting  an  Asylum, 

Cash  received  from  a  young  gentleman,  for  do. 


Do. 

do. 

Mrs.  Ann  Warder,  for  do. 

Do. 

do. 

Mr.  West,  manager  of  the  Circus, 

Do. 

do. 

Charity  Box, 

Pensioners  in  the  Asylum, 

Articles  sold  and  work  done, 

Interest  on  stock, 

Fines  from  Managers, 

Cash  received  from  Mrs.  Dr.  Wistar,  for  the  funeral  ex¬ 
penses  of  Mrs.  Lockart, 

Cash  from  Miss  Maria  Chew,  for  the  use  of  Mrs.  Coxe, 
Cash  received  from  Mr.  Dr.  Latimer,  of  Wilmington, 


•  Don. 


5 


10 


5 


8200 

601  4 
20  — 
25  — 
100  — 
18  90 
470  — 
110  67 
110 
1  25 

30  — 
13  50 
50 


4 


Additional  subscriptionsfor  the  year  18IB» 

Mrs.  Solomon  Allen  -  -  g4 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Bond 
Mrs.  Brade 
Mrs.  A.  Barker 
Miss  E.  Carmack 
Miss  Sarah  Carmack 
Miss  Mary  Campbell 
Mary  Claxon 
Miss  M.  Duffield 
Miss  Mary  Douglas 
Mrs.  S.  Dankworth 
Mrs.  Ann  Figler 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Gumbes 
Mrs.  James  Hunter 
Mrs.  Hancock 
Mrs.  Jane  Hallowell 
Mrs.  John  Hart 
Mrs.  Ann  Manly 
Mary  Mann 
Hannah  Mentz 
Mrs.  Malcolm 
Mrs.  E.  Parker 
Mary  Stone 
Mrs.  S.  Sutter 
Mr.  Anthony  Stocker 
Sarah  Tindale 
Mrs.  Matmough 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Wilmer 
Mrs.  Eliza  Zeller 


Additional  donations  in  1818. 


Mrs.  Twelves 

A  Gentleman  by  Mrs.  Guest 

A  Lady  by  Mrs.  Guest 

At  S. 

g50 

10 

3 

Cash  by  Miss  C.  Bayard 

- 

10 

From  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper 

- 

5 

Cash  by  Mrs.  Latimer 

- 

4 

Mrs.  Seabury’s  board 

- 

18 

Mrs.  Coxe’s  do. 

- 

6 

Mrs.  Woodman’s  — — 

- 

24 

Miss  Martel 

Miss  Mary  Swift 

3 

M  M  U  M  M  W  W  M  WWW  05  MW  W  W  M  C3  05  05  05  05  05  05  09  09  09  09 
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The  following  donations  have  been  received  at  the  Asylum. 

A  large  iron  pot,  a  bottle  of  wine  fruit,  fish,  &c.  Mrs.  S.  Richards. 
Flour,  meat,  vegetables,  &c.  from  Mrs.  T.  Latimer. 

Two  loaves  of  sugar,  a  piece  of  beef,  and  four  hanks  of  cotton,  Mrs. 
Diehl. 

A  keg  of  herrings,  a  pound  and  a  half  of  thread,  Mrs.  Thomas  Diehl. 
A  bag  of  apples,  do.  dry  do.  and  a  bag  of  potatoes,  Mrs.  Moyes. 
From  Mrs.  Susanna  Buckman,  a  barrel  of  flour. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Wager,  a  large  dining  table. 

Messrs.  Bird  and  Earp,  a  steel. 

Mr.  Robert  Ralston,  jun.  a  box  of  tea. 

Mrs.  Ralston,  a  keg  of  raisins,  a  bag  of  apples,  and  four  blankets. 
Mr.  William  Schlatter,  three  pieces  of  bombazet,  two  pieces  of 
flannel,  and  three  rugs. 

From  Mrs.  Hazard,  six  chairs  and  a  tea  table. 

From  Miss  Hamilton,  a  cart  load  of  potatoes. 

From  Mrs.  J.  Stille,  a  ham,  apples  and  prunes. 

Mrs.  Guest,  potatoes. 

Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  a  barrel  of  fish. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Thomson,  a  pair  of  sheets  and  bolster  case. 

Mrs.  Ann  Warder,  six  pair  yarn  stockings. 

From  Mrs.  Lowber,  a  valuable  donation  of  medicine. 

Miss  E.  Marshall,  one  pound  barley,  two  ounces  laudanum. 

Mrs.  George  Latimer,  a  barrel  of  apples. 

Mr.  Thomas  Richards,  two  ten  plate  stoves. 

From  Mrs.  C.  a  large  green  baize  carpet,  three  blankets,  two  chintz 
bed  spreads,  two  pair  fine  sheets,  two  pair  pillow  cases. 

A  gentleman,  a  piece  of  white  flannel. 

A  gentleman,  a  piece  of  flannel. 

Twenty-five  pounds  coffee,  without  a  name. 

Mr,  John  Lyndall,  four  and  a  half  days  work  by  himself  and  boys. 
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